
 

 

 

 

  

Sholden Church of England (Aided) Primary School 
From Ducklings to Swans: Soaring to Success 

Ducking’s Class Newsletter 

Term 1 – 2026 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We are excited to welcome your little ones to an enriching and 

fun filled Term 1 in Reception! As the school year begins, we 

have a range of exciting activities and learning experiences 

lined up to ensure a smooth transition into school life.  

This term the children will be getting to know their new 

classmates and making lots of new friends. They will become 

familiar with the classroom routines, explore their new school, 

and meet the people that are going to help them in their 

learning. 

 

Meet the staff: 

Head teacher – Mrs Theaker 

Class teacher – Miss Nikraz 

Teaching Assistant – Mrs Hopper 

Midday Meal Supervisor - Mrs Shearn 

Office Staff – Mrs Dean 
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General information  

The lunch menu is available on the Whole School Meals website. 

If you prefer your child to have packed lunch, please ensure it 

is clearly labelled. The school will provide a piece of fruit as a 

mid-morning snack for all students, so unless your child has 

specific dietary needs, you don’t need to send snacks from 

home. 

The children also have free milk until the age of 5. After 5, milk 

is still available at a small charge.  

Please make sure that your child has a water bottle clearly 

marked for water only (school bottles are available to 

purchase). If you haven’t already, please inform the school of 

any dietary or medical requirements your child may have.  

Could I please ask you to make sure that all your children’s 

belongings are clearly labelled as despite our best efforts they 

are easily mislaid.  

Please ensure your child brings in a coat/rain mac each day as 

we can never guess the weather in the morning.  

I kindly ask that children do not bring toys in from home, unless 

it has been previously agreed on, as they can easily get lost in 

the classroom and cause unnecessary upset! 

I am very much looking forward to getting to know you and all 

your wonderful children over the next few weeks. 
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Teaching and Learning 

In Foundation Stage, the children’s learning is divided into 

seven areas; three prime areas and four specific areas which 

are as follows:  

Prime Areas-  

• Communication and Language  

• Physical Development  

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Specific Areas-  

• Literacy  

• Mathematics  

• Understanding the World  

• Expressive Arts and Design  

Each term, we will be focussing on, and building upon different 

aspects within each area of learning.  

Our main focus this term will be Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development to support the children as they make new friends 

and settle into Sholden C of E Primary School.  
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We will learn lots of number songs and nursery rhymes as 

these are a great base for developing language, listening and 

communication skills. Children will have lots of opportunities to 

explore language patterns and rhyming words. Our topic this 

term is- ‘All About Me’. 

In RE we will be learning about Christianity as a Global World 

Faith: ‘How do Christian people around the world say thank 

you to God for creation?’ The children will learn about 

Creation and why we should be thankful to God for all that is 

around us. They will also think about how they are special to 

God and how much he loves us.  

PE for Term 1 will be on a Tuesday (Target) - PE kits will 

need to be worn into school on this day and the children will 

stay in them all day.  

Please see the attached sheet for some examples of the key 

activities and aspects of learning that we will focus on this 

term. The Foundation stage encourages child-led learning, so 

some plans may be adapted to better align with the class as we 

become more familiar with them! 

Please do not hesitate to speak to me directly if you have any 

further questions. My email is nikrazs@sholdenprimary.org.uk 

if you would prefer to email me.  

Miss S Nikraz 

Ducklings Class Teacher 

 

mailto:nikrazs@sholdenprimary.org.uk


4 
 

  

Duckling Class Vocabulary Term 1 

Below is the vocabulary we are learning this term, please support your child 

in using this vocabulary at home by helping them to learn the meanings. 
 

TIER 1: COMMON BASIC, EVERYDAY WORDS, USED ACROSS MULTIPLE 

CONTEXTS. 

TIER 2: ACADEMIC WORDS USED IN TEXTS ACROSS MULTIPLE CONTEXTS.  

TIER 3: ACADEMIC WORDS THAT ARE DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC AND VERY 

NARROW 

IN THEIR USAGE 

Termly/ Understanding The World Vocabulary T1 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Friend 
Kind 
New 
Old 
colour names 
different body parts e.g. 
eyes 
nose 
hands 
hip 
elbow 
Mum 
Dad 
Brother 
Sister 
Grandparents 
Shop 
Road 
Cars 

Long ago 
Round 
5 senses- sight, hearing, taste, 
touch, smell.  
Feelings 
Rules 
Church 
People 
Deal 
Street 
School 
Camera 
Films 
Mobile phones 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individual 
Experience 
Boundaries 
Expectations 
London Road 
Community 
Lenses 
 
 
 
 

 

RE T1 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier3 

God  
Church 
Thanks 
Pray 
 

Baptism 
Harvest 
Christian 
Charity 
Bible 
 
 

Creation 
Worship 
Lord’s prayer 
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Maths T1 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Same 
Different 
More 
Big 
Small 
Long 
Short 
Thick 
Thin 
Taller 
Full 
Empty 
Heavy 
Light 
Altogether 
Count 
Dice 
Match 
Number 

Order 
Pair 
Less 
Set 
Sort 
Whole 
Part 
Most 
Taller 
Shorter 
Loose parts 
Compare 
Fewer 
Fewest 
One less 
One more 
Odd one out 
 
 
 
 
 

Subitise 
Represent 
Five-frame 
Equal  
Repeating patterns 
Combine 
The same amount  
Tallest 
Shortest 
 
 
 
 

 

 


