From Ducklings to Swans: Soaring to Success

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back and | hope you have had a fabulous summer holiday and a chance to relax,
reset and enjoy the beautiful weather! | am very much looking forward to our year together; we
have lots of exciting things planned. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak
to me.

Below outlines the learning we will be covering this term.

English

In English, we will be linking our writing to our history topic of ‘The Stone Age to Iron Age'. We will
start the term by recapping key knowledge from past year groups, this will include sentence
structures, key grammatical devices and how to form and extend sentences. We will then move
onto writing to entertain.
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We will begin this term by learning about place value then moving on to addition and
subtraction. We will be learning about place value with numbers ranging from 100 to 10,000, this
includes representing, porfioning, ordering and comparing. With addition and subtraction, we
will learn to mentally add and subtract across the 10, 100 and 1,000 boundary and also use
column addition and subtraction as a written method.

By the end of year 4, all children should be able to recall the
multiplication and division facts up to 12x12 so it is really important for
children to practice these at home. All children have access to Times
Table Rock Stars at home. Your child’s login can be found in their
reading record.




0 “253 spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

In grammar and punctuation, we will begin by recapping word classes, the 4 sentence types,
punctuation and speech punctuation, conjunctions. We will also look at past and present tense
and tfime and manner adverbs.

We are using Spelling Shed fo tfeach spelling. We will cover a range of objectives this ferm, they
are:

Step 1: Words that are homophones
Step 2: Words with the prefix 'in-" meaning ‘not’
Step 3: Words with the prefixes 'il-’, ‘im-" and ‘ir-’
Step 4: Words with the prefix 'sub-' meaning ‘below’ or ‘further divided'.
Step 5: Words with the prefix 'inter-' meaning ‘between’ or ‘among’

Step 6: Challenge Words

We will also study Year 5/6 statutory words during the challenge word weeks:

strength, grammar, calendar, women, appear, straight, interest, opposite, increase, believe

A set of spellings will be set each week in our homework; children will then be tested each week
based on these spelling rules.

Reading

This term our whole class book is by Stone Age Boy by Saloshi Kitamura. As

\ , o we read, we will be developing our comprehension skills using the VIPERS
Y :{ approach (Vocabulary, Inference, Predict, Explain, Retrieve and

_ swemienmns S Summarise). If children have a copy of the text at home, we welcome

them to bring in their copy to read in class with us. The version we will be using is pictured (left),

or if you would like to purchase a copy for your child to bring in to school, you can use the link:

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stone-Age-Boy-Satoshi-Kitamura/dp/1406312193

Children should read daily at home and they should note down the pages they have read with
the date. Children should hand in their reading book and reading record every day to enable
adults in school to read with them where possible. At the bottom of this newsletter are question
prompts you can use to develop your children’s comprehension skills, following the VIPERS
approach.


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stone-Age-Boy-Satoshi-Kitamura/dp/1406312193

This term we will be exploring the question: What do Christians learn from the
creation story2 Through this unit, children will be able to place the concepts of
God and Creation on a timeline of the Bible's ‘Big Story’, make clear links between
Genesis 1 and what Christians believe about God and Creation and describe

what Christians do because they believe God is Creator.

History
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This term our topic the Stone Age tfo Iron Age.
@ We will learn how to sequence events in prehistory on a
timeline, what life was like in the Stone Age, make contrasts
between different periods of time and how to use primary and secondary sources to find out
information about the past. If your child finds any new facts linked to our topic at home, please
do encourage them to share these with the class.

Art

., PSHE

" In PSHE we will be covering Being Me in My World. We will learn to recognise
positives about ourselves as well as the rights and responsibilities we have
within the classroom and our school community.

French

MN@UA@E This term we will be learning basic phonics in French followed by
ANGELS learning the different shapes in French.

PE

On Wednesday and Friday Herons class have PE. On Wednesday we will have
swimming and on Friday we will be learning Netball skills.

Please ensure that pupils come in with appropriate PE kits with earrings
removed for PE lessons.
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g MAGNETS :E Science

. @ This term we will be exploring ‘Forces and Magnets’. We will compare how things
‘:‘ = move on different surfaces, the different types of contact and non-contact forces
a/:.} ¢ as well as how magnets repel or attract each other and attract some materials

¢ AT ¢

$iicases ceseneeet  ANA NoOt Others. We will also look at comparing and grouping together a variety of
everyday materials on the basis of whether they are attracted to a magnet and identify some
magnetic materials. Through our exploration of magnets, we will learn to describe magnets as
having two poles then predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, depending
on which poles are facing.

Computing

In computing, we will apply our knowledge and understanding of networks, to
appreciate the internet as a network of networks which need to be kept secure.
Children will learn that the World Wide Web is part of the internet, and will be
given opportunities to explore the World Wide Web for themselves in order to learn about who
owns content and what they can access, add, and create. Finally, they will evaluate online
content to decide how honest, accurate, or reliable it is, and understand the consequences of
false information.

Homework

Homework will be set on a Friday and is due in the following Wednesday. We will be using
Spelling Shed for spelling work. Your child’s login details can be found in their reading record.
This will act as a valuable tool in helping the children to catch up and revise topics. Homework in
the ‘other topic’ section will allow for children to share their own understanding across the
curriculum and be creative in how they do so. We really enjoy sharing and discussion homework
in lesson fimes.

Jewellery and make-up/ nail polish
Please ensure that children do not wear any jewellery or make up (including nail varnish) to
school.

Thank you for your support. Please email me if you have any concerns —
essexa@sholdenprimary.org.uk or speak to me on the gate at the end of the school day.

Aston Essex

Herons Class Teacher


mailto:essexa@sholdenprimary.org.uk

Herons Class Vocabulary Term 1

Below is the vocabulary we are learning this term, please support your child in using this
vocabulary at home by helping them to learn the meanings.

TIER 1: COMMON BASIC, EVERY DAY WORDS, USED ACROSS MULTIPLE CONTEXTS (e.g. map, pen,
ruler, go, mix)

TIER 2: ACADEMIC WORDS USED IN TEXTS ACROSS MULTIPLE CONTEXTS (e.g. avalanche, leisure,
plateau, evaluate, visible)

TIER 3: ACADEMIC WORDS THAT ARE DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC AND VERY NARROW IN THEIR USAGE

(e.g. confluence, tributaries, Cretaceous, paleolithic)

History: Stone Age to Iron Age

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3
Tribe AD BC CE BCE Neolithic
Monument Stone Age Palaeolithic
Preserve Bronze Age Mesolithic
Flint Iron Age
Fort Settlement
Historian Excavation
Century Prehistoric
Millenium Archaeologist
Source Civilisation
Celts Hunter-gather
Tin Skara Brae
Copper Stonehenge
Farm

Science: Forces and Magnets

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3
Surface Venn diagram Comparative test
Rough Magnetic force Friction forces
Smooth North-seeking Contact force
Compare South-seeking Non-contact force
Conclusion Magnetic
Force Attract
Push Non-magnetic
Pull Repel




Forgiveness
Temptation
Punishment
Caretaker

Distance Prediction
Observe Predict
Measure
Magnet
Poles
Material
Metal
Opposite
Block
Art: Still Life
Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3
Shade Tone Cross-hatch
Blend Contrast Vanishing point
Shading Texture Tonal range
Light Perspective
Dark Composition
Shadow Charcoal
Outline Strokes
Reflection Pressure
Sketch Viewpoint
Draw Silhouette
Observe Contour
Pencil Highlight
Surface Proportion
Lines Placement
Depth Background
Foreground
RE - Creation:
Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3
God Genesis
Creation Stewardship
Fall Commandments
Create




Please find below some question stems, in the

VIPERS style we use in school, that you can use

to question your child when reading together
at home.

/%@mg Yipers \

Vocabulary
Infer
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Sequence

N\

Infer

Make inferences from the text.

Example questions

Why was....... feeling........?

Why did ....ooccene happen?
Why did .......... 53y weeennn?
Can you explain why..........7

What do you think the author intended when they

Vocabulary

Draw upen knowledge of vocabulary in order to
understand the text.

Example questions

What does the word .......... mean in this sentence?

Find and copy a word which means ..........

What does this word or phrase tell you about .........7
Which word in this section do you think is the most
important? Why?

Which of the words best describes the
character/setting/mood etc?

Can you think of any other words the author could have
used to describe this?

Why do you think .......... is repeated in this section?

Predict

Predict what you think will happen based on the
information that you have been given.

Example questions

Look at the book cover/blurb — what do you think this
book will be about?

What do you think will happen next? What makes you
think this?

How does the choice of character or setting affect what
will happen next?

What is happening? What do you think happened
before? What do you think will happen after?

What do you think the last paragraph suggests will
happen next?




Explain

Explain your preferences, thoughts and opinions about
the text.

Example questions

Who is your favourite character? Why?

Why do you think all the main characters are girls in this
book?

Would you like to live in this setting? Why/why not?

Is there anything you would change about this story?
Do you like this text? What do you like about it?

Sequence

Sequence the key events in the story.

Example questions

Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they
happened?

What happened after .......7

What was the first thing that happened in the story?
Can you summarise in a sentence the
opening/middle/end of the story?

In what order do these chapter headings come in the
story?

Retrieve

Identify and explain the key features of fiction and non-
fiction texts such as: characters, events, titles and
information.

Example guestions

What kind of text is this?

Who did.....7
Where did.....7
When did.....7

What happened when.....7
Why did ........ happen?
How did .......7

How many.....7

What happened to......7




