
Sholden Church of England (Aided) Primary School  

From Ducklings to Swans: Soaring to Success 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Welcome back to our Kingfisher's and their families. I hope you have all had a lovely summer 

break and are feeling relaxed and refreshed. I'm really looking forward to my second year in 

Kingfishers class, and I'm excited to welcome back my year 2s, and get to know my new year 1s! 

I'm sure we will have a wonderful year together.  

A few reminders – We have all the equipment your Kingfisher will need, so please keep pencil 

cases, special pens etc and toys safe at home. Could I kindly ask that you avoid bringing your 

child all the way into the classroom where possible, and wave them off either from the main 

gate or if needed, at the bottom of the Kingfisher ramp. This helps them to develop 

independence, grow in confidence and prevents the corridor/classroom entrance from 

becoming too overwhelming and crowded. I appreciate your help with this. I will be at the top 

of the ramp ready to welcome everyone and show them where to go.  

Please do let me know if you have any questions.  

Best wishes,  

Georgina Weller  

Below outlines the learning we will be covering this term.  

 

 

English  
In English, we will start the term by really focusing on sentence writing, and revisiting and 

embedding those skills taught in Ducklings and in Year 1. We will ensure our little writers are 

confident in orally rehearsing their sentences, writing basic sentences, and using capital letters 

and finger spaces. We will build on these skills whilst learning how to write to entertain, with 

wordless books such as ‘Flotsam’, and alternative tales such as ‘Little Red and the Very Hungry 

Lion’ to support us in harnessing this skill.  



 

Maths  
This year, we are trialling splitting the class into their separate year groups, teaching the sessions 

separately, allowing for more focused learning linked to their specific goals, and allowing time 

for more independent learning in the outdoor area. We will begin the year embedding their 

place value skills, before moving on to addition and subtraction and then moving on to shape.   

 

 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

In punctuation and grammar, we will start by recapping for the Year 2s and introducing for the 

Year 1s capital letters for the pronoun ‘I’ and at the start of a sentence. As well as ensuring we 

are consistent with our finger spaces. After we will look at word classes (nouns and verbs) and 

suffixes ‘-ing’ ang ‘-ed’. Then finally, moving onto statement sentences.  

In spellings the Year 1s will be looking at words containing GPCs; 

ee oo or ow igh ar oo 

ear ai ar sh air ch th 

ay ou oy  ea or   

As well as tricky words: 

go my into out what she me 

love they were some sure said you 

like push all  of one here  

 

Year 2s will be reviewing wording containing the Phase 5 GPCs and tricky words: 

people eye although though improve move prove 

two who beautiful their parents thought sure 

once again any  many friend pretty because 

laugh       

 

A set of spellings will be set each week in our homework linked to our phonics learning.  

 



Reading 
 
We will begin the term looking at the wordless book ’Flotsam’ but David Weisner. We will also 

look at Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion by Alex T Smith and Hansel and Gretel by Bethany 

Woolvin. As we move through the term, Year 2’s will develop their comprehension using the 

VIPERS approach (Vocabulary, Inference, Predict, Explain, Retrieve and Summarise).  
 

Throughout the term we will also have a look at our favourite five for this term which will be: 

The Gruffalo’s 

Child 

The zoo is not for 

you 

Jack and the 

Beanstalk 
Dogs in Disguise 

Meesha Makes 

Friends 

 

Children should read daily at home and a summary of what they have read written in their 

reading record. Children should hand in their reading book and reading record every day to 

enable adults in school to read with them where possible. At the bottom of this newsletter are 

question prompts you can use to develop your children’s comprehension skills, following the 

VIPERS approach. 

RE 
 
This term we will be exploring our topic of Creation. Looking at how Christian’s 

believe that the universe and human life are God’s good creation and that humans 

are made in the image of God. Our key question will be: Who made the world?  

 

History 
 
This term our topic is Toys.  
Through this topic we will investigate what toys in Victorian times looked like 

and the different types of toys there were. We will also compare how they are 

made and work differently to modern toys.  
 

 

DT 
 
This term we will be working with textiles and mechanisms by designing and making 

puppets and moving pictures!  

 



PSHE 
 
In PSHE we will be covering Being Me in My World. We will learn to recognise 

positives about ourselves as well as the rights and responsibilities we have 

within the classroom and our school community. 

 

PE 
 
On Mondays and Thursdays Kingfishers class have PE. Mondays will be infant 

agility and Thursdays will be dance.  
 

Please ensure that pupils come in with appropriate PE kits with earrings removed for PE lessons. 

 

 

Science 
In science we will be looking at naming and grouping animals, as well as looking 

at seasons, focusing on Autumn and the changes we see during this period of 

time.  

  

Computing 
In computing this term, we will develop our understanding of what information 

technology (IT) is and begin to identify examples. They will discuss where they 

have seen IT in school and beyond, in settings such as shops, hospitals, and 

libraries. Then, we will investigate how IT improves our world, and learn about the importance of 

using IT responsibly. 

 

Homework 

Homework will be set on a Friday and is due the following Wednesday. Homework is to be 

completed in their homework books. We recommend that children try and complete a little 

every night or as near as possible. Please contact me if you have trouble in anyway. This will act 

as a valuable tool in helping the children revisit and embed key topics.  

 

Thank you for your support. Please email me if you have any concerns – 

wellerg@sholdenprimary.org.uk or speak to me at the end of the school day. 

 

Georgina Weller 

 
Kingfisher Class 

mailto:essexa@sholdenprimary.org.uk


Kingfishers Class Vocabulary Term 1 

 

Below is the vocabulary we are learning this term, please support your child in using this 

vocabulary at home by helping them to learn the meanings. 

 

TIER 1: COMMON BASIC, EVERY DAY WORDS, USED ACROSS MULTIPLE CONTEXTS (e.g. map, pen, 

ruler, go, mix) 

 

TIER 2: ACADEMIC WORDS USED IN TEXTS ACROSS MULTIPLE CONTEXTS (e.g. avalanche, leisure, 

plateau, evaluate, visible) 

 

TIER 3: ACADEMIC WORDS THAT ARE DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC AND VERY NARROW IN THEIR USAGE 

(e.g. confluence, tributaries, Cretaceous, paleolithic) 

 

History: Toys 

 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Old/oldest 

New/newest 

Earliest 

Latest 

Rich 

Poor 

Homemade 

Past 

Present 

Modern 

Future  

Before 

After 

Technology 

Electricity 

 

Peg dolls 

Rags 

Rocking horses 

Clockwork trains 

Century  

Source 

 

Victorians 

Artefact 

 

 

 

 



 

Science: Seasons and animals.  

 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Birds 
Fish 
Feathers 
Hair  
Land 
Water 
Meat 
Plants 
Baby 
Child 
Toddler 
Hot 
Sunny 
Rain 
Windy 
 

Scales 
Skeleton 
Spring 
Summer 
Autumn 
Winter 
Temperature  
Thermometer 
Mild 
Years  
Months 
Days 
 

 

Amphibians 
Invertebrates 
Mammals 
Gills 
Carnivores 
Omnivores 
Herbivores 
Reptiles  
 

 

 

DT: Textiles 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Puppet 

Shadow 

Fingers 

Stick 

Entertainment 

Tape 

Card 

Fabric 

Cloth 

Straight 

Curved 

Cut 

Tear 

Fold 

Needle 

Thread 

Textiles 

Needle 

Thread 

 

Marionettes 

Fastener 

Lever 

Slider 

Running stitch 

 

 

 

 

 



RE - Creation 

 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

 Universe 

Relationship 

Unique 

Jewish 

Creator 

 

 

 

Please find below some question stems, in the VIPERS style we use in school, that you can use to 

question your child when reading together at home. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


