
Sholden Church of England (Aided) Primary School 

From Ducklings to Swans: Soaring to Success 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Welcome back, I hope you have had a wonderful summer holiday, enjoying the weather 

and relaxing. I am really excited for our year together; we have lots of exciting activities 

planned! I look forward to getting to know all the children and parents of Swans Class better, 

if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak to me.  

Below outlines the learning we will be covering this term. 

 

English  
In English, we will be linking our writing to our history topic of ‘The Victorians’. We will start the 

term recapping key knowledge from past year groups, with will include sentence structures, 

key grammatical devices and how to form and extend sentences. We will then move onto 

writing to entertain; this will be creative writing.  

 

 

Maths  
We will begin this term by learning about place value then moving on to addition and 

subtraction and then multiplication and division. We will be learning about 

place value with numbers ranging from 1,000,000 to 10,000,000, this includes 

ordering and comparing and writing numbers. Then we will move onto the 4 

main operations, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  

 

 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar  
In grammar and punctuation we will begin by recap word classes, expanded noun phrases, 

nouns, pronouns, subordinate clauses, fronted adverbials, paragraphs. We will also look at 

Informal and formal speech and Synonyms and antonyms 

 

We are using Spelling Shed to teach spelling. We will cover a range of objectives this term, 

they are: 

Step 3 (y5) 

Words ending in ‘-cial’ 

Step 4 (y5) 

Words ending in ‘-tial’ 

Step 5 (y5) 

Words ending in ‘-cial’ and ‘-tial’ 

Step 4 (y6) 

Words with ‘cial’/shul/ after a vowel 

Step 3 (y6) 

Challenge Words 

Step 6 (y6) 

Challenge Words 

 

 

 

 

We will also study Year 5/6 statutory words during the challenge word weeks: 



ancient, cemetery, criticise, equipped, government, leisure, opportunity, recognise, sincerely, 

variety amateur, category, correspond, environment, frequently, language, occur, queue, 

signature, twelfth 

 

A set of spellings will be set each week in our homework; children will then be tested each 

week based on these spelling rules.  

Reading  

This term our whole class book is Street Child by Bertie Doherty. As we read, we 

will be developing our comprehension skills using the VIPERS approach 

(Vocabulary, Inference, Predict, Explain, Retrieve and Summarise). If children 

have a copy of the text at home, we welcome them to bring in their copy to 

read in class with us. The version we will be using is pictured (left), or if you would 

like to purchase a copy for your child to bring in to school, you can use the link:  

 

Street Child (Essential Modern Classics) (HarperCollins Children’s Modern Classics) : 
Doherty, Berlie: Amazon.co.uk: Books 
 

Children should read daily at home and they should note down the pages they have read 

with the date. Children should hand in their reading book and reading record every day to 

enable adults in school to read with them where possible. At the bottom of this newsletter 

are question prompts you can use to develop your children’s comprehension skills, following 

the VIPERS approach. 

RE 

This term we will be exploring our topic of Creation and looking at the links 

between Creation and Science. Our Key question this term is: Creation and 

science: conflicting or complementary?  We will learn how to make 

connections between the Bible text and compare ideas with ways in which 

Christians interpret them. We are going to make connections between 

Genesis 1 and Christian belief in God as Creator. We will then identify key 

ideas arising from Genesis 1.  

 

 

 

 
History 
This term our topic is The Victorians. Our key enquiry question is: 

Who were the Victorians?  

This history topic develops an insight into Victorian Britain. We 

will look at Queen Victoria in detail and look at the changes 

that occurred during her reign.  

 
 

 
DT 
This term we will be refining our sewing skills during our Textiles topic. We 

will be research, designing, creating and evaluating stuffed toys.  

 

 

 

PSHE 

In PSHE we will be covering Being Me in My World. We will learn to 

recognise positives about ourselves as well as the rights and 

responsibilities we have within the classroom and our school 

community. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Street-Essential-Modern-Classics-Collins/dp/0007311257/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1BTLD0UNRMJXZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.H7eyWim1RNHGj6D1We1Ccieok0_yc2zF6X2Wb3tyxwS9hseDKBZuOI94Q1vFsm98zvy-rjw8s7P8UbNl7Z4y8GOgAI1quY2BG62ZhRCmRsyDS9_SocIrO_0sud98WYq2odQxBEwc4li-98DocOq7x182gILG7ptQzRjhpuAYQ_xND0w9RjHfotQYW0h2P0s1eNVNb0z5Nc8qjriHTVgiRElEeCZs1BP5YBwef_6V8JQ.ZWS4bed0_S0OOTHm3YF9wxxAnX_nYG2M3No2bCf2wSY&dib_tag=se&keywords=street+child&qid=1723544989&sprefix=street+child%2Caps%2C88&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Street-Essential-Modern-Classics-Collins/dp/0007311257/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1BTLD0UNRMJXZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.H7eyWim1RNHGj6D1We1Ccieok0_yc2zF6X2Wb3tyxwS9hseDKBZuOI94Q1vFsm98zvy-rjw8s7P8UbNl7Z4y8GOgAI1quY2BG62ZhRCmRsyDS9_SocIrO_0sud98WYq2odQxBEwc4li-98DocOq7x182gILG7ptQzRjhpuAYQ_xND0w9RjHfotQYW0h2P0s1eNVNb0z5Nc8qjriHTVgiRElEeCZs1BP5YBwef_6V8JQ.ZWS4bed0_S0OOTHm3YF9wxxAnX_nYG2M3No2bCf2wSY&dib_tag=se&keywords=street+child&qid=1723544989&sprefix=street+child%2Caps%2C88&sr=8-1


 

French 

This term we will be continuing learning basic phonics in 

French followed by the topic The date.  

 
PE  
On Tuesdays and Fridays Swans class have PE. On Tuesday will be learning 

hockey skills and on Friday we will be learning Netball skills.  

Please ensure that pupils come in with appropriate PE kits with earrings 

removed for PE lessons.  

 

Science  

This term we will be exploring Materials and their properties. We will learn 

about changes both reversible and irreversible and we will look at the 

properties of a range of materials and whether they are insulators or 

conductors.  

 

Computing  

In computing, we will be learning about computer systems and networks 

focusing on communication. In this unit we will explore how data is transferred 

over the internet. We then look at how the internet facilitates online 

communication and collaboration; complete shared projects online and 

evaluate different methods of communication. Finally, we will learn how to 

communicate responsibly by considering what should and should not be shared on the 

internet. 

 

Homework  

Homework will be set on a Friday and is due in the following Wednesday. We will be using 

Spelling Shed for spelling work. Your child’s login details can be found in their reading record.  

This will act as a valuable tool in helping the children to catch up and revise topics. 

Homework in the ‘other topic’ section will allow for children to share their own understanding 

across the curriculum and be creative in how they do so. We really enjoy sharing and 

discussion homework in lesson times. This also prepares pupils for secondary school.  

 

Jewellery and make-up/ nail polish  

Please ensure that children do not wear any jewellery or make up (including nail varnish) to 

school.  

 

 

 

Key dates for your diary: 

 

Date Time Event 

Thursday 

10.09.26 

All day Kent test (in school) 

Saturday 

12.09.26 

Out of school  Dover Grammar Boys and Girls test 

 

Thank you for your support. Please email me if you have any concerns – 

barnardr@sholdenprimary.org.uk or speak to me on the gate at the end of the school day. 
 
Rebecca Barnard 

 

mailto:barnardr@sholdenprimary.org.uk


Assistant Headteacher/ Swans Class Teacher  

  



Swans Class Vocabulary Term 1 

 
Below is the vocabulary we are learning this term, please support your child 

in using this vocabulary at home by helping them to learn the meanings. 

 

TIER 1: COMMON BASIC, EVERY DAY WORDS, USED ACROSS MULTIPLE 

CONTEXTS (e.g. map, pen, ruler, go, mix) 

 

TIER 2: ACADEMIC WORDS USED IN TEXTS ACROSS MULTIPLE CONTEXTS (e.g. 

avalanche, leisure, plateau, evaluate, visible) 

 

TIER 3: ACADEMIC WORDS THAT ARE DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC AND VERY NARROW 

IN THEIR USAGE (e.g. confluence, tributaries, Cretaceous, paleolithic) 

 

History: The Victorians 

 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Factory  

Illness  

Photography  

Lifestyle  

Arithmetic  

Chimney sweeps  

Punishment  

Disease  

Reign  

Rule  

Invention  

Drill  

Rural  

Reputation  

Independence  

Industry  

Exhibition  

Migrate  

Matron  

 

Industrial Revolution  

Gruel  

Abacus  

Dunce  

Empire  

Empress  

Colony  

Colonisation  

 

DT: Textiles 

 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Needle 

Attach 

Thread 

Patchwork 

Fabric 

Colour 

 

Needlework 

Technique 

Pattern 

Denim 

Silk 

Quality 

 

Cross stitch 

Invisible stitch 

Finishing knot 

Applique 

 

 

 

 

 

RE - Creation: Creation and Science: conflicting or complementary? 

 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

 Power 

Conflict 

Wonder 

 

Contemporary 

Scientific 

Controversy 

Majesty 

Interpretations 

Cosmology 

Evolution 

 

 



 

 

Science: Materials and their properties. 

 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

  Thermal conductivity:  

thermal conductor, 

thermal insulator  

  

Electrical conductivity: 

electrical conductor, 

electrical insulator  

  

Dissolving:  

 Solvent, solution, 

solute, soluble, 

insoluble, solid, liquid, 

particles, suspensions  

  

Separating materials:  

Sieve, filter, evaporate, 

condense  
 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please find below some question stems, in the VIPERS style we use in school, that you can 
use to question your child when reading together at home.  

Vocabulary 
 
Find and explain the 
meaning of words in 
context. 

• What do the words ...... and …… suggest about the character, setting 
and mood?  
• Which word tells you that….?  
• Which keyword tells you about the character/setting/mood?  
• Find one word in the text which means……  
• Find and highlight the word that is closest in meaning to…….  
• Find a word or phrase which shows/suggests that……. 

Infer 
 
Make and justify 
interpretations about 
characters and events using 
evidence from the text. 

• Find and copy a group of words which show that…  
• How do these words make the reader feel? How does this paragraph 
suggest this?  
• How do the descriptions of …… show that they are ……..  
• How can you tell that……  
• What impression of …… do you get from these paragraphs?  
• What voice might these characters use?  
• What was …. thinking when…..  
• Who is telling the story? 

Predict 
 
Predict what might happen 
from the details given and 
implied in a text. 

• From the cover what do you think this text is going to be about?  
• What is happening now? What happened before this? What will 
happen after?  
• What does this paragraph suggest will happen next? What makes you 
think this?  
• Do you think the choice of setting will influence how the plot 
develops?  
• Do you think… will happen? Yes, no or maybe? Explain your answer 
using evidence from the text. 



 
 

 

  

 

Explain 
 
Explain preferences, 
thoughts and opinions 
about a text. 
Identify/explain how 
information/narrative 
content is related and 
contributes to the meaning 
as a whole. Identify/explain 
how meaning is enhanced 
through choice of words 
and phrases. Make 
comparisons within the text. 

• Why is the text arranged in this way?  
• What structures has the author used?  
• What is the purpose of this text feature?  
• Is the use of ….. effective?  
• The mood of the character changes throughout the text. Find and 
copy the phrases which show this.  
• What is the author’s point of view?  
• What affect does ….. have on the audience?  
• How does the author engage the reader here?  
• Which words and phrases did ….. effectively?  
• Which section was the most interesting/exciting part?  
• How are these sections linked? 

Retrieve 
 
Retrieve and record key 
information/details from 
fiction and non-fiction texts. 

• How would you describe this story/text? What genre is it? How do 
you know?  
• How did…? • How often…? • Who had…? Who is…? Who did….? 
• What happened to…?  
• What does…. do?  
• How ….. is ……..? • What can you learn from …… from this section?  
• Give one example of……  
• The story is told from whose perspective? 

Summarise (KS2) 
 
Order the key events of a 
story in the correct 
sequence. 
Summarise main ideas from 
more than one paragraph 

• Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they happened?  
• What happened after …….?  
• What was the first thing that happened in the story?  
• Can you summarise in a sentence the opening/middle/end of the 
story?  
• In what order do these chapter headings come in the story? 


